You must have some measure of common agreement among
the principal sections of the community. That has already been
evolved in Britain and other long established States in the,
course of their histories. I remember your saying some years
ago, "There cannot be Swaraj without an understanding with
the Muslims." Most earnestly do I hope that the beginning of
such an understanding may emerge from the Conference at
Simla, the outcome of which, at the time I am writing, is still
^n the balance.

With best remembrances and all good wishes,
Yours very sincerely,

Samuel

Mr. M. K. Gandhi
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Detention Camp,
16th July, 1943

The Additional Secretary,

Home Department, Government of India,
New Delhi

Sir,

I observe from the daily papers that there is a persistent
rumour going round that I have written to H.E. the Viceroy
withdrawing the A. I. C. C. resolution of 8th August last. I
observe too that much speculation is being built upon the
rumour. I suggest that the Government should issue a contra-
diction of the rumour. For I have neither the authority nor the
wish to withdraw the resolution. My personal opinion is that
the resolution was the only one the A. I. C. C. could have passed
if the Congress was to make any effective contribution to the
cause of human freedom which is involved in the immediate
independence of India.

I am, etc.,
M. K. Gandhi
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